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Drafting Note: This public review draft is being distributed to allow for community review and comment on the 

updated Cedar Rapids Zoning Code.  Some sections and provisions of the draft are still incomplete and are 

subject to revision.  This draft may also contain inadvertent typos and incorrect cross-references, all of which 

will be addressed in the next round of drafting. 
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32.04.01 Development Standards General Applicability (new)1 

A. Development Standard Range of Compliance 

1. All development shall conform to the provisions of the following sections to the maximum amount of 

conformance feasible: 

a. 32.04.02: Parking and Loading 

b. 32.04.03: Mobility and Connectivity 

c. 32.04.04: Sustainable Development 

d. 32.04.05: Site and Structure Design 

e. 32.04.06: Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening 

f. 32.04.07: Exterior Lighting 

g. 32.04.08: Signs 

2. Some development types may seek approval for less than complete compliance with standards in the 

following sections.  The potential amount of reduced compliance is identified in Table 32.04-1. 

a. 32.04.02: Parking and Loading 

b. 32.04.03: Mobility and Connectivity 

c. 32.04.05: Site and Structure Design 

d. 32.04.06: Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening 

Table 32.04-1: Applicability of Development Standards 

Structure Type Single Unit Two-Unit Multi-Unit Comm. Ind. 

Development Type Percent compliance with development standards [1] 

New Development      

New Development 100 100 100 100 100 

Infill, Conforming Lot 90 90 90 90 90 

Infill, Nonconforming Lot  70 70 70 70 70 

Existing Development [2]      

External additions less than 10 % n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

External additions between 10% and 
75% 

See Sec. B.2, below. 

External additions greater than 75% 100 100 100 100 100 

Interior n/a Parking applicable [3] 

Nonconformities      

Lots Development standards are not applicable to lot w/o structure 

Uses Uses may not be enlarged or increased 

Structures [4] 100 100 100 100 100 

Uses or Structures on Nonconforming 
Lots [4] 

100 100 100 100 100 

Notes:  

[1] Only standards applicable to the specific development type. 

                                                           
1 This new section is intended to establish a sliding scale for compliance with the City’s development standards where 
property is being redeveloped.  The intent is to apply the development standards proportionately in a manner that 
encourages redevelopment while still bringing the property more closely into compliance with current City standards. 



32.04.01    Development Standards: General Applicability DRAFT: Subject to Additional Editing 

4 |  Cedar Rapids Zoning Code Update  July 2018 

Table 32.04-1: Applicability of Development Standards 

Structure Type Single Unit Two-Unit Multi-Unit Comm. Ind. 

Development Type Percent compliance with development standards [1] 

[2] Increase in building permit valuation based on the area of the individual structure subject to improvements, regardless 
of the total number of structures on the site. 
[3] Uses that exceed maximum parking standards prior to improvements may not increase overall parking count. 
[4] External changes only; applicable to enlargement or alteration where permitted, as well as reconstruction following 
damage or destruction. 

 

B. Measuring Required Compliance 

1. New Development 

The development standards shall apply to all new development unless otherwise specified in the specific 

development standard. 

2. Existing Development 

The development standards shall apply to all external additions as follows: 

a. External additions that increase the building permit valuation of the existing structure by less than 10 

percent, as determined by the building permit valuation, shall not be required to comply with these 

development standards. 

b. External additions that increase the building permit valuation of the existing structure by more than 10 

percent but less than 75 percent, as determined by the building permit valuation, shall require a 

corresponding percent increase in compliance with these development standards or until the site 

reaches compliance, whichever is less. For standards without specifically measurable requirements, the 

Development Services Manager shall determine required compliance. The Development Services 

Manager’s determination may be appealed to the BZA. 

c. External additions that increase the building permit valuation of an existing structure by 75 percent or 

greater, as determined by the building permit valuation, shall be required to fully comply with these 

standards. 

C. Ten-Year Timeframe 

Any application by property owners to expand structures shall remain on record for 10 years from the date 

of said work completion. Any subsequent application to expand structures shall be cumulative to any 

requests made within the previous 10 years. The total shall be used by the city to determine the property 

owner’s necessary level of compliance. 


